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<ABSTRACT>

The Effect of Netflix Drama's Success on Actors

. Focusing on "Squid Game"

Park sun—jung*

While the spread of the COVID-19 virus has rarely narrowed, offline private gatherings have
sharply decreased due to social distancing, and the film industry and performing arts-related
markets are facing the worst situation ever. On the other hand, the OTT platform market, which

can be easily and conveniently enjoyed anytime, anywhere, has grown rapidly.

Netflix, a representative OTT platform, is a service that can be enjoyed not only in Korea
but also around the world beyond the limitations of terrestrial and cable, and as the time spent
at home increased due to COVID-19, the open marketing of the entire season of the drama was
simply right for the people at home. Among them, the drama "Squid Game," which was
released in September, was ranked No. 1 in 83 countries, and Netflix continues to write new
records so far. Another characteristic of Netflix dramas is that they do not need many domestic
stars because they target the global market. Therefore, the actors, who were not well known
even though they had solid acting skills, had an opportunity, and through this work, I studied
their 180-degree change.

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues for a long time, SNS is acting as the biggest
communication platform. The number of Instagram followers of actors who appeared in "Squid
Game" is increasing exponentially from at least 50 times to as much as 3,000 times. This has
the influence of the actor's guarantee, advertisement, and next sequel. Through the changed
daily lives of actors who appeared in "Squid Game", the effect of the success of the OTT

platform Netflix drama on actors was investigated.

Key Words : OTT, Netflix, content, drama, marketing, actor, character, representative
film, COVID-19

* Sangmyung University Department of Global Cultural Contents Ph.D. program.



